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20 Clergymen Back Priest 
L Blasting SSL ‘Vigilantes 5 

S CAIRO, 111 .—Twenty 

[" Roman Catholic and Protes- 
tant clergymen from the ; 

: Bast St. Louis, IIL, area j 
f have rallied to the side of a ; ; 

! white priest who charges 
j that a group called the 
ffl White Hats” was acting as 
1 an armed vigilante orgaruza- 
\ tion to keep Negroes in line, 

> The dlergymen moved 
Into St, Columba Church 
j with sleeping bags, cots and 
[ rubber air mattresses. Some 
of them said they were- pre* 

! Pared to stay for two , 
months. 

4 The ministers, known as 
j the “Concerned Clergy,” are 
, standing by the Rev. Gerald 
Montroy, the pastor of St 
Columba. Father Mohtroy 
was sent by his bishop to 
Cairo In August to work 
with the poor. 

Last week, 'Father Mon- 
troy called Cairo a racist 
town and said the activities 
of the White Hats- group 
could cause racial violence. 


